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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, March 8th, the WFRC club held the 
regular monthly meeting in the confines of the 
Monticello Middle School. Attendees for the meeting 
included 5 club officers and 5 members. 
 The business meeting was called to order at 7:11 PM 
by club president Joel Dirnberger.
 The March newsletter did not get published. There 
is a crack team of investigators trying to determine 
what happened and if the annual switch to daylight 
savings time had anything to do with the newsletter 
editor and club secretary being confused about what 
the date for the March meeting was suppose to be. At 
any rate, the February meeting minutes were 
distributed to most of the membership via email the 
day of the March meeting. There was a motion 
brought to the floor to approve the minutes as 
emailed. The motion was seconded and carried by 
unanimous voice vote.
 Club treasurer Bill Nybakken passed out a summary 
sheet of our treasury. Checking account activity was 
one withdrawal on Feb 16th of $38 for PO box rental 
and one deposit of member dues on Feb 22nd of 
$800. The current balance is $3996.42 
 The date for the annual spring field cleanup was set 
for April 16th. There has not been a thorough 
inspection nor detailed list of things that will need 
attention. We had no carryover projects from last year 
so there may be mostly lunch and flying on this date if 
the weather is reasonable. 
 Portable toilet service for the field is going to be 
started about the 1st of April with a call to the vendor 
by Garth Landefeld. 
 Joel Dirnberger has done some more work on an 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, April 12th, 

2016. It will be held in Room 30 of  the 
Monticello Middle School. 

aerial view of the field with Lat/Lon coordinates of 
allowable overfly zones for FPV flight. We need to 
decide how to employ signage at the field so that AMA 
recommendations of FPV operation are available to 
pilots along with the boundaries Joel will have on his 
final aerial display.
 Drew Holmquist suggests our club could participate 
in the City of Buffalo annual Fly-in and air show 
usually held on the first or second Sunday in June. In 
past years this event has had room for an R/C club 
static display in the hanger that serves the breakfast for 
the event. Drew will report back if they have a date set 
would want our club to display.
 We discussed our May club float fly at Lake Orono 
in Elk River. Garth Landefeld volunteered to 
contribute his boat and nautical skills to ensure we can 
have a proper float fly.
 Drew Holmquist requested permission to send out 
feelers to community groups in our locale to provide 
food concessions for our June Fly-in at the Montissippi 
Park field. They would be responsible to sell food and 
beverages to both fly-in participants and spectators as a 
means of raising money for their group. This would 
free up club members to coordinate the actual flying, 
door prizes drawings and raffles. Drew was given the 
go ahead to see if he could find someone who would 
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be interested in working with us on the June event. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 PM.

Show & Tell 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Bill Nybakken brought in his 50cc Aeroworks Extra 
300 giant scale. Bill has had this project in the works 
for over a year now, although Aeroworks touts the 
aircraft to be an ARF Quick Built. It is all constructed 
from light plywood and balsa. The finish and trim is all 
Ultracote covering. The wingspan is 86” and length is 
76”. Bill has a DLE 2-cycle gas 55cc engine for power. 
He has used a full complement of Hitec monster 
servos for the controls and has them set up on his 
Futaba 14SG radio. Bill has this model Extra outfitted 
with a smoke system to provide for an even greater 
visual impact in flight. Bill has the “quick built” 
portion completed and anticipates maiden flight this 
season but no firm date was announced at this night's 
presentation.

 

 Dave Hagstrom brought in another plane he added 
to his fleet from the TCRC auction this past February. 
It is a small (but not mini or micro) sized Giles 202. 
This is a scale model of the full sized Giles 202 
aerobatic competition aircraft. It came equipped with a 
Thunder Tiger 36 glow 2-cycle engine that Dave has 
test run. He reported that the engine started and 
adjusted very well. The origin of the plane (kit, ARF, 
scratch built)  wasn't known and didn't look to be of 
recent vintage. Dave is looking forward to some 
exciting flying from his acquisition as soon as the 
weather permits.

And Your RC Winter...... 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Through the monthly meetings Show & Tell, we get 
a little peek at what our members have been up to this 
winter, like Bill Nybakken, Dave Hagstrom, Curt 
Smallwood and Joel Dirnberger for instance. What 
about the rest of our WFRC Club members? Are you 
hanging on to the conventional or being drawn into 
the cutting edge trends? 
 As many of you came into this hobby, fixed wing 
aircraft were king. You found that local clubs, 
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instructors and buddy boxes were the best way to get 
started and satisfactorily progress. Now there are so 
many less conventional directions to go as high tech 
explodes in every facet of  the R/C hobby.
 Today's aircraft can be fitted with flight controllers, 
flight stabilizers, GPS, telemetry and video cameras to 
provide a multitude of ways to learn to fly a model 
aircraft remotely. And many of these tools readily lend 
themselves to the recent electric powered craft 
revolution, whether it be multicopter or fixed wing. 
 So as our R/C sport moves forward, it is getting 
tougher for those of us who began 10-20 years ago to 
relate to an R/C hobbyist starting out today without 
first being schooled ourselves in this new technology. I 
have been finding that even though I can fly a variety 
of aircraft, if someone asks for some help at the field, 
I am reluctant or possibly unable to assist because I 
don't understand how their equipment works. 
 Gone are the days when all you had to contend with 
on a transmitter was some dual rate switches and servo 
reversing switches. Now there are sub menus of sub 
menus to configure a transmitter and the aircraft itself 
may contain more than just a simple receiver to 
operate servos and speed controls. Combinations of 
p r o g r a m m a b l e o n - b o a r d e l e c t r o n i c s a n d 
microprocessors (yes, computers) can allow you to 
select multiple flight modes from the transmitter. So 
for you to assist a pilot, they very well may need to 
explain how the flight modes function. You may even 
need to dig out an instruction manual or take a short 
study course. Its not unheard of to see the smart 
phone come out to do an internet search for 
information right there on the field.
 The beginner modes of many aircraft are geared to 
successfully getting a new pilot flying. This can allow 
them to see notable progress without first seeking out 
experienced help. At some point though, a novice 
pilot's progress can slow  and frustration set in from 
not being able to trim, adjust, tune and realize if they 
have the aircraft's handling optimized. So even if we 
old school pilots don't want to learn a lot of the new 
technology, if we don't make some effort, we stand to 
be much less of a resource for all the new pilots we 
hope to attract to our club than we were back in the 
day. 
 As I mentioned at the beginning of this article, our 
tradition has been to spend the winter on an ambitious 
flying project to add to our fleet. Updating of our 
technological skills could take a back seat and without 
much consequence. It’s not that we don't ever pick up 

on new developments. Still I've been noticing over the 
last couple of years, a bigger gap opening up between 
what I feel comfortable working with versus what I'm 
seeing other fliers, both old and new, using at the field.
 So this winter I didn't have a major project. I 
decided to play catchup in areas where I feel myself 
falling behind. My first effort was a new Spektrum 
DX-9 transmitter. Even though it was introduced 
almost 3 years ago, through recent firmware updates it 
is nearly state of the art. So far, I've spent an 
inordinate amount of time setting up 7 of my existing 
aircraft on this transmitter which is barely a third of 
my total fleet. I could have invested a lot less effort by 
going with minimal configurations similar to what my 
1990 vintage transmitters were capable of. However, 
this radio has so many features that can improve both 
my flying ability and enjoyment of the same aircraft 
that I have been flying for years.
 Another offshoot of RC flying that I have been 
dabbling with in the past couple of years is aerial 
photography simply by strapping miniature action 
cameras onto existing aircraft. This hasn't met my 
expectations because I feel I am flying blind not being 
able to line up on what I'm photographing. That lead 
me to consider FPV. So now I needed to become 
familiar with video transmitters & receivers, display 
monitors and headsets, low latency video cameras, and 
ham radio technician licensing.
 Finally, one of the more preferred platforms for 
aerial photography and FPV is multicopters. These 
require very complex flight controllers in order to 
maintain reasonable flight stability compared to 
practically any fixed wing. Many come with pre-tuned 
flight controllers. They might have a couple of inputs 
and ad justments for modify ing the f l ight 
responsiveness. But the ultimate approach is to use a 
flight controller that is elaborately configurable, like 
through a USB comm interface with a personal 
computer. With this arrangement, you can create 
various flying modes and tune the craft's stability/
agility until the cows come home. 
 Of course there is no end to checking out the latest 
equipment available on the internet worldwide when it 
comes to flight controllers, electric motor controls, 
receivers, video Tx/Rx, and cameras. The selection is 
enormous, as can be seen by voluminous RC forum 
threads that can go on for 100's if not 1000's of posts 
trying to sort through what is what. 
 So this is what I have been doing much of the 
winter, trying to come up to speed in the ever 
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changing landscape of the R/C aircraft hobby. If you 
look for me at the field this season, I'll be the one 
wearing funny headgear, with my transmitter talking to 
me while my is aircraft buzzing, beeping and blinking 
like crazy. And still next winter I expect I'll need to go 
back to school to continue my R/C education or else 
fall hopelessly behind.

RC Aircraft Magazines for the 
Elementary School 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Again this Spring, I will be participating in a hobby 
presentation for the students of the Pinewood 
Elementary School in Monticello. It is an all-day affair 
held in the Monticello Community Center and 
scheduled for Friday, May 6th. The presentation I have 
on behalf of our club includes static display of 
aircraft, a hands on demo of radio control model 

operation, some demo flying of small indoor RC 
aircraft and give-away of past years' model aircraft 
magazines. 
 I have mostly gone digital delivery on my magazines 
so I don't have many to share with the students this 
year. If you have a collection of old magazines that 
you are looking to dispose of, I am more than happy 
to accept them to use at this event. You can bring 
them to our April meeting, or to the field cleanup day 
later this month. If that isn't possible, call or email me 
and I'll figure out a way to make the exchange with 
you.
 Typically, the students are very interested in taking a 
magazine home with them. There are 300-400 students 
that come to this event and we can easily go through 
over a hundred copies if  we have them available.

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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